“On the Road again, got to get back on the Road again”
I just love that song!

Route Guide

Arizona BMW Z Club

Taos!, Santa Fe!, Grants? 2004

General information:
The daily gas stops are planned around the fact that you will have a FULL tank at the beginning of each new day. 

We will designate a “lead” & “tail” for each leg, they will carry the Club long range radios. Radio channel will be 3.0, as usual. 
If you are going to pull out of the convey for any reason, please let someone know. That way we don’t have to hunt you down to see if you need assistance. 

Day 1
 Friday
 May 21st.

We will be shoving off from the gas station just north of Hwy 60 (Superstition Freeway) on Tomahawk Rd. Which is just east of Apache Junction (exit 197). We will be going up through Superior and on to Globe. You will wind your way through Globe, staying on Hwy 60. Just before you reach the junction of Hwy 60 and Hwy 70, we will stop for a quick break at the gas station on the right. We will then head east on Hwy 70 to Safford. The road is pretty open and well maintained. But watch your speed going through the villages on the way. As we approach Safford, cross traffic will increase. Just as we enter town, we will be stopping at the Texaco station on the left. Hopefully they will have Virgil’s beloved Skychief gasoline, this time. Stay on Hwy 70 for about ten miles to the junction of Hwy 70 & Hwy 191. We will be turning left onto Hwy 191. Then it is up through Clifton and Morenci to the fabled Coronado Trail. Watch for “free-range” cattle at the top of the mesa. And remember, leaves do not have the same co-efficient of friction as asphalt. After about 80 miles, the road will start to straighten out, and we will be going by Hannigan’s Meadow. It is only about another ½ hour to Alpine. But if you are in dire need, Hannigan’s does have restrooms. We will be having lunch at the Bear Wallow Café, which will be on your right as you make a right turn onto Hwy 180. After lunch we will head out on Hwy 180 West, headed for Springerville. In Springerville, you will be making a right turn onto Hwy 60 East. Proceed 48 miles to Quemado. We will find a place to take a break in Quemado. We will then head north east out of Quemado on Hwy 36. About twenty miles up the road, you will come to the Jct. of 36 & 117. Turn right onto Hwy 117, headed for Interstate 40. When you reach the Interstate, head east. The signs will probably say “To Albuquerque”. We will proceed about 13 miles to Exit 102, Sky City Resort & Casino. You will be able to see it, and the trucks parked around it, from about 5 miles away. 
Dinner will be inside the “resort” at 6 pm; Paul has reserved a separate area for us. If you are looking for Cindy, she will be in the Casino until take-off time tomorrow. 

Day 2
 Saturday
 May 22nd 

830 am, we will pry Cindy out of the Casino, and head east on I-40 to Albuquerque. In Albuquerque, we will use their version of “the stack” to transition onto Interstate 25 North. The signs will probably refer to Santa Fe. We are going to get off I-25 about 16 miles north of Albuquerque, at Bernalillo (MP 242), onto Hwy 550. We will be passing a number of Pueblos over the next 70 miles. Since we have a two hour lay-over in Los Alamos, if you would rather shop for pottery at the Pueblos, then spend time in Los Alamos, now is your chance. Just be sure to be at the Jct. of Hwy 4 & 502, on the east side of Los Alamos at 1:00 pm, with a full tank of gas. The route from Bernalillo will be up the 550 to San Ysidro, at San Ysidro, turn right onto Hwy 4, headed for Los Alamos. We will be passing through “Valle Grande” and may elect to stop at a viewpoint. Just outside of Los Alamos, we will be coming to a traffic signal where we want to turn left onto Hwy 502. We should arrive in Los Alamos at about 1100 am. My suggestion would be that we gas up as we come into town. We have lunch reservations at the “Blue Window Bistro” at 1130 am. Refer to your Los Alamos map for directions to the Blue Window, 813 Central Ave. After lunch, you should have time to poke around Los Alamos or visit the museum. This is not a good area to jump a fence to look at the flowers. Many areas are fenced off because they are not really sure what the Atom bomb scientists may have buried there. 

At 100 pm, we will depart Los Alamos on Hwy 502, headed east to Hwy 84. Turn left (north) on Hwy 84, headed for Taos. At Velarde this road will turn into Hwy 68, which will take us the rest of the way into Taos. In Taos, the 68 will join Hwy 64. About a mile past this Jct., the Highways will make a 90 degree turn to the left. We want to continue on straight, on to Paseo del Pueblo Norte Rd. (refer to Taos map). The Best Western Kachina Lodge is at 413 Paseo del Pueblo Norte. 

Dinner will be at the Apple Tree Restaurant at 630 pm. It is located on Bent St., which is about 5 blocks south of where Paseo del etc etc joins Hwy 64. I don’t have the number, but the street is only a block long, and you will turn right onto Bent. If you are coming from the Hotel. 

Day 3
Sunday
May 23rd
Today we will travel to Santa Fe via the “Enchanted Circle”, then on to Belen for the night. Notice that there are Route Guide pages for Day 3A & Day 3B. Hopefully we will determine who is going on which, at lunch in Santa Fe. The directions are the same for both Groups up until lunch.
Depart Taos on Hwy 64W/522. About 4 miles from Taos, we will turn right to follow Hwy 522 headed for San Cristobal & Questa. You may be able to see Mt. Wheeler (highest point in New Mexico, 13,161 ft) off to your right. Basically we are going to drive around this mountain, and back to Taos. At Questa, turn right on to Hwy 38 headed for Eagles Nest. At Eagles Nest, we will angle to the right to get onto Hwy 58 headed back to Taos. When we get back to Taos, we want to get back on to Hwy 68/84, headed for Santa Fe. As we come into Santa Fe, we should watch for a gas station large enough to hold us, to gas up. The 84 will take us right into the west side of Santa Fe. Refer to your Santa Fe map, but I am going to recommend we turn left onto Paseo De Peralta (aka Hwy 475). Then, in about ¾ of a mile, turn right onto Paseo De Peralta, (not a typo) which should take us down to Palace Ave. (about 5 blocks). Turn left onto Palace, go two blocks and turn left at Lincoln. Our lunch restaurant is located on Lincoln, Garduno’s at 130 Lincoln. (above Eddie Bauer’s) reservations are for 1130am. Since parking is at a premium in Santa Fe, I plan to park near the restaurant, and leave my car there for the duration. The Plaza, etc. are all within walking distance. 
The differences between 3A & 3B.

3A – You will have less time in Santa Fe, 3hrs versus 51/2 hrs. But this Group will take a “scenic back road” to Albuquerque. Which will include a stop at the top of Sandia Crest. See Turquoise Trail map. 
3B –More time to discover Santa Fe, in fact you can stay as long as you want. As long as you are at the Best Western Belen at 800 am Monday morning, with a full tank of gas. This Group may elect to have dinner in Santa Fe as well. You will need about 1 ½ hrs. to get to Belen from Santa Fe.  Did you guarantee late arrival?
Day 3A
 after Santa Fe
Depart Santa Fe at 130 pm. North on Lincoln to S. Federal Pl. Turn left on Federal. Go one block and turn right on Grant Ave.. North on Grant to a left onto Paseo De Peralta. In about ¼ of a mile, you will turn left onto St. Francis Dr (aka US 84).  St. Francis Dr. will take us down to Interstate 25. It will be a right turn onto the access road for Interstate 25 heading South, the signs will probably say “To Albuquerque”. Of course most of the signs in New Mexico say “To Albuquerque”. Take I-25 to exit #278A. Which will loop you around to go South on Hwy 14. The sign will probably say “To Madrid”. So I hope you remembered to get gas. By now we should be spread over half of New Mexico. If so, the lead vehicle will find a place to pull off on the side of the road, so everybody can group back up together. Now we are on the “Turquoise Trail”. I understand that there are a lot of shops and galleries in Madrid; we will make a decision as to whether the majority would like to stop there. Otherwise, we will motor down the 14 to Sandia Park. There we will make a right turn onto the 536, which will take us up to Sandia Crest. We will take a ½ hour to look around, check the view of Albuquerque below, and of course the gift shop. We will then head back to Hwy 14 for the 6 mile drive to Interstate 40. Go right, West, on I-40. Guess what the sign will probably say? Once we get back into Albuquerque, we will transition on to I-25 South headed for Belen. Since we are in Albuquerque, the sign will probably say “To Socorro”. 36 miles south of Albuquerque, we will come to Belen. We want to get off the freeway at Exit 191 and turn right (west). The Best Western Belen will be on the left side of the road. No dinner reservations tonight, but most folks will be heading to the Rio Grande Diner, at about 600 pm. 
Day 3B
after Santa Fe

Depart at the time agreed to by the “B” Group at lunch. Not sure from where you will agree to depart. If you leave from the parking lot near the lunch stop, you can use the same directions that are on 3A to get you to Interstate 25. Otherwise, refer to the attached Santa Fe map. 

Once you are on I-25 southbound, it is a straight shot for 95 miles. You will go through Albuquerque, and down to Belen. I understand this section of the highway is pretty well patrolled, and they prefer out-of-state license plates. 

Get off at Exit 191, turn right, and the hotel will be on your left. No set dinner setup tonight, but the Rio Grande Diner is right at the hotel.  
Day 4
Saturday
May 24th
We will leave the hotel parking lot at 800 am. Turn south on I-25 to Socorro. Just south of milepost 150, we will exit the I-25 to get onto Hwy 60 West. 60 goes right through the Socorro business district. A little over a mile from the exit, you will make a 90 degree right turn, at a traffic light, to stay on Hwy 60. If you forgot to gas up  in Belen, you want to do it in that first mile off the freeway. There is no gas on the Westside of town. We will proceed slowly out of town, to allow those who got stuck at traffic lights to catch up. We will stop in Quemado for a stretch, and some gas. Then it’s off to Springerville still on Hwy 60. Stay on the 60 through Springerville, and we will gallop into Show Low. About a mile past the traffic light at the Jct. of 60 & 73, you will see Licano’s on the left. If you get to the Jct. of the 60 & the 260, you passed it. I will probably stop for gas before going up to the restaurant. 
At lunch we will determine who is going home via Globe, and who is going through Payson. 

Hope this worked for you. See you next time!
